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WELCOME TO  

ALL THE VISTORS TO OUR 
PARISH IF YOU WOULD 
LIKE TO JOIN US, PLEASE 
SEE FR. GUTGSELL OR  
CONTACT THE 

PARISH OFFICE FOR MORE 
INFORMATION           

2nd SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME  

JANUARY 17, 2021  



No Ordinary Time 

   As I mentioned last week in this space, we have now come into the Season 

of the Year, or per Annum as it is officially called in the Liturgical books of 
the Church.  But here in America it has come to be known popularly as simply 
Ordinary Time.  As I explained last week and on some previous occasions, it 

comes from the word ordinal, which refers to the type of numbers used to 
count the Sundays and the weeks of this time, as well as the time after Pente-
cost Sunday.  These are the numbers we use when making lists or a sequence 

of things:  First, Second, Third, etc.  The reason I go into this detail to explain 
it is because it can be very easy to misunderstand the use of the word ordinary 
and presume that it has the meaning we usually associate with it:  normal, hum

-drum, nothing special 
or even boring.  Be-
cause God has sent His 

Son into the World and 
He has become like us in all things, except sin, nothing is 
ever truly ordinary in that sense ever again.  Time itself 

has been transformed since Eternity has entered into our 
world in the person of the Word made Flesh.  Anyone 
who encounters Jesus Christ can not truly be the same as 

they were before.  Just read what happened to the first of 
His disciples in this weekendôs Gospel.  Never the same. 

Fr. Schwertleyôs Gift to the Parish 

   By now you may have heard that our Parish recently 
received a bequest from the estate of our former Pastor, 

Fr. James Schwertley.  Between Christmas and New 
Years Day there arrived two checks totaling $360,835.00.  
These funds are not restricted in any way other than for 
the use of St. John the Baptist Parish.  We have discussed 

the best use of these funds in both the Finance Commit-
tee and Parish Council meetings within the past two 
weeks.  The consensus opinion from those two groups of 

leaders in the Parish is that vast majority of the money 
should be invested in our already existing endowment 
reserve funds.  It was suggested that we place $25,000.00 

into the Schwertley Scholarship Fund, which would im-
mediately double its value.  Also, that we should deposit 

$100,000.00 into our Parish Endowment investment fund with the Archdiocese, (from which we withdrew the 

money we used to install the sprinkler system in Schwertley Hall in 2018) doubling the value of that fund.  Also, 
we should place $100,000.00 into our Parish Endowment account invested in various securities, from which we 
continue to make steady profit year to year.  That would leave more than $135,000.00 from the bequest which 

can be used for a variety of needs within the Parish in the near and farther term.  Among those suggested thus far 
is a new sound system in the church, renovating the basement kitchen and restrooms etc., and completing some 
needed work on the parking area in front of church along 13th Street.  It will give us much more security in our 

budget for this year and provide a cushion against any unexpected or emergency situations which may come up.  
We are in the process of making a list of priorities and the order in which to address them.  If anyone would like 
to have input in that process, we are more than willing to take suggestions, so long as you understand that not 

every suggestion may be implemented or acted on by the Parish.  Let us thank and praise God for His goodness 
and Fr. Schwertley for his generous Stewardship.   May he rest in peace and the love of God.      Fr. S. Gutgsell  



0ÁÇÅ σ  ȿ  3ÔȢ *ÏÈÎ ÔÈÅ "ÁÐÔÉÓÔ #ÁÔÈÏÌÉÃ #ÈÕÒÃÈ   

Calendar of Events this Week: 

 Monday,       January 18:     
    7:30pm      AA Meeting   (CB)                                  
 Tuesday,       January 19:  
   7:00pm    Knights of Columbus (CB)   
 Wednesday, January 20:  
  6:30pm        PRE (SH & CB) 
  7:30pm        Pandemic Mass 
  Friday,        January 22: 
DAY OF PRAYER FOR THE LEGAL 
PROTECTION OF UNBORN CHILDREN 

MASS MINISTERS LECTORS   
                    WEEK 4      
Sat,  Jan 23, 2021   5:00 pm      
             Michelle Tjardes 
 
Sun,   Jan 24, 2021  8:00 am       
                  Tom Lazure   
    
Sun,   Jan 24, 2021 9:30 am       
                Teri McKennan 

Jim Hubschmann & the Knights 
of Columbus, have begun recit-
ing the Rosary on Sunday Morn-
ings before the 8:00 am Mass. 
Plan to arrive a little early on 
Sunday and join in the Rosary 
with Jim and the Knights. The 
Knights also pray the Rosary 
every Thursday following the 
8:00 a.m. Mass in church for the 
intention of Respect for Life. 

  
Joyful Giving 

January  
10,  
 2021 

Year to 
Date 
7/1/20 to 
6/30/21 

Weekly Budget: 3,680.00 99,360.00 

Actual Adults: 6,315.00 97,192.50 

Plate: 7.00 2,023.35 

Children Fund: 7.00 29.25 

TOTALS: 6,322.00 
+2,642.00 

99,245.10 
(-3,794.90) 

Christmas  25.00 5,950.00 

Seminary 354.00 354.00 

Solemnity of Mary 55.00 396.00 

BUILDING FUND: 205.00 6,729.00 

   The Annual  Seminary Collection will continue to 
be collected throughout the month of January 2021. 
The  Archdiocese of Omaha is currently blessed with 
twenty-two men studying for the Priesthood. We hum-
bly ask for your continued prayers, sacrifices and 
generous  financial support.  There is a new folder on 
the table in the vestibule with the names and photo-
graphs of all of the men currently studying for the 
Priesthood for the Archdiocese of Omaha.   I encour-
age you to take one of them, to pray for our seminari-
ans and help to ensure the success of this collection.  
Please use the envelope marked for it in your packet. 

ST. BENEDICTINE CENTER 
Bio Spiritual Focusing: Praying with the Whole Self: 
On January 22ð23, 2021 A Zoom retreat is being 
sponsored by St. Benedict Center, Schuyler, with 
Deborah Sheehan, M.A. and Jane King, M.A.  Bio 
Spiritual Focusing is a way of opening the whole of 
ourselves, mind, body, and spirit to a deeper connect-
edness with God, others, and self. Join them to learn 
more about how gently being with what is present 
within your embodied self can open the door to a 
deeper story and a greater sense of wholeness. This 
practice is a simple yet profound. It can be helpful for 
anyone, young to senior. It requires no more than 
showing up and a willingness to engage contempla-
tively with what is going on within. The potential for 
transformation and growth, unfolds in the process. 
Zoom Sessions are Friday January 22nd from 7:00pm 
to 9:00pm and Saturday January 23rd from 9:00am to 
12:00pm. Register now at 
www.StBenedictCenter.com or call (402) 352-8819. 

One Rose One Life &  
Day of Prayer to End Abortion 
Governor Ricketts has pro-
claimed January 22, 2021, a day 
of prayer to end abortion. Will 
you all join us in prayer? The 
Knights of Columbus pray daily 
for God to send those most at 
risk for abortion to walk through 
the doors of a Pro-Life Center. 
Pray for those who are on the 

front line confronting this evil. Pray for continued 
resources to reach and rescue more women and ba-
bies. Pray that the Gospel message we present will be 
received. Pray that the tiny babies whose lives hang 
in the balance will be spared from abortion. Pray for 
our elected officials who take a stand for life. 



PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE SERVING  

OUR COUNTRY  

Joe Casey; Major Army, Derek Sandhoefner; Master 

Sgt. US Air Force, Jason & Lindsay Prieksat; 

Nebraska National Guard, Pat Kelly; Combat Medic 

United States Army, Mike Therkildsen;  Master Chief  

E-9 Navy, Chad Nixon Firefighter/Paramedic Lincoln 

Fire, Andrea Casey Barnes; 

Detective Washington 

County Sheriff, Dan Mallory; 

Bennington Fire Chief;  Tyler 

Fitzgerald, Corporal, US 

Marine; and  Travis 

Fitzgerald, Lance Corporal, 

US Marine. 

For those who are in 

need of prayers:  

The Family of +Gary 

Bouckhuyt; Kelly Buckman; Lindsey Dirks; The Family 

of Diana & Dennis Dunning; Gary Johnson,  Eileen 

Justus & Family; Laura Lane;  Bob Lewis;  Gordon & 

Jean Mallory; The Family of JB Keeler; Mary & Joe 

Miller; Harold Mobley; Emily Dunning-Morin; Marv 

Nevins; David OôBrien; Calla Ohlrich;  The Family of 

+Joe & +Rosemary Prochaska; Jay Robinson; Linda 

Trent; Lori Schaffer; +Fr. Jim Schwertley; Fr. Bob 

Preisinger,  Family of +Erwin Siegler; Ed & Monica 

Smith; Mike & Joyce Smith; The Family of Rosemary 

Therkildsen; Bonnie Welchert; +Robert Welchert, Jr.; 

Family of +Donna Welchert; Steve Welchert; Michael 

Wieseler; & The Family of +Mike Young. 

 
 

JESSE TREE 
    We would like to take this 
opportunity to Thank every-
one for all the gifts; food; and 
funds to make this another 
successful year. We served 
over 20 families in need in 
our community. Not ONLY 
does the Jesse Tree assist 
those in need it also helps 
people all year long. With 
your help, we made Christ-

mas possible for many households who wouldnôt have 
had much to give their families especially this year! 
In Godôs Love                    The Jesse Tree Committee      

Monday:            January 18 
   8:00 am      +Rosemary Prochaska     (R&JH) 
Tuesday:          January 19  
 8:00 am        Joseph Prochaska           (R&PP)        
Wednesday:    January 20 
 8:00 am           Allison Luettel              (RL)        
 7:30 pm      + Fr. James Schwertley 
Thursday:       January 21 

 8:00 am      +Adeline Hubschman        (JH)       
 Friday:           January 22 
 8:00am        +John Camenzind             (JC) 
Saturday:        January 23 
 8:00 am         Special Intention 
 5:00 pm   Tony & Theresa Gebhardt (P&MC) 

Sunday :          January  24 
 8:00 am       The People of St Johnôs Parish      
 9:30 am       Fr. Bob Preisinger &  
                      Sr. Delores Preisinger      (KM) 

 Readings for the Week 
January 17:  Second Sunday of the Year 
ʵ zÀÿĥÙú ʷˊʷ-ʵʴˋ ʵʽ 

sĚÀúÿ ʸʴ 
ʵ -ĆĖíĀġëíÀĀĚ ʺˊʵʷ-ʶ  ɹ
VĆëĀ ʵˊʷʹ-ʸ  ʁ

January 18:  Week of 
Prayer for Unity 
KÙÌĖÙĲĚ ʹˊʵ-ʵ ɹ
sĚÀúÿ ʵʵʴ 
_ÀĖ÷ ʶˊʵʼ-ʶ ʁ
January 19:  

KÙÌĖÙĲĚ ʺˊʵʴ-ʶ  ɹ
sĚÀúÿ ʵʵʵ 
_ÀĖ÷ ʶˊʶʷ-ʶ  ̓

January 20:  St. Fabian and  
St. Sebastian, Martyrs 

KÙÌĖÙĲĚ ʻˊʵ-ʷˋ ʵʹ-ʵʻ sĚÀúÿ ʵʵʴ _ÀĖ÷ ʷˊʵ-  ̋
January 21:  St. Agnes, Virgin Martyr 

KÙÌĖÙĲĚʻˊʶʹ˞ʼˊʺsĚÀúÿ ʸʴ _ÀĖ÷ ʷˊʻ-ʵ ʁ
January 22:  Day of Prayer for the Legal  

Protection of all the Unborn 
Hebrews 8:6-13            Psalm 85             Mark 3:13-19 

January 23:  St. Vincent, Deacon & Martyr 
KÙÌĖÙĲĚ ʽˊʶ-ʷˋ ʵʵ-ʵʸ sĚÀúÿ ʸʻ _ÀĖ÷ ʷˊʶʴ-ʶ ɻ

January 24:   Third Sunday of the Year 
VĆĀÀë ʷˊʵ-ʹˋ ʵʴ sĚÀúÿ ʶʹ 

ʵ -ĆĖíĀġëíÀĀĚ ʻˊʶʽ-ʷʵ _ÀĖ÷ ʵˊʵʸ-ʶ  ɹ
 
 
 
 
 
 

+Fr. William Bartek, retired Priest of Archdiocese of Omaha 


